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„ 5 here is ho Man e confiders him 
and is ways of Working ackno 
5 ledge he 1 is beholden ro ſome Ster chan him- 
= ſelf for his Inderſtanding i but w ether he 
x , will on. it or DO, Rene: is a ow, that ens 
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robably thinks, there is ſome y 
Mind gh ; his Ten 
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dy ſomes more ſecret. Inſpirations?s?s 
Whoſoevet Will confels. himſelf hin: 1 
holden to another for his Soul; for his Facul. 1 
ty, and in particular For rhe Exerciſe of this f 
Faculty, he plainly confeſſes a Superiour, us —} 
above him, FT Inſtructor T. - 
he further ſhall acquieſce in the Judgment, 
which this Mind thus directed ſhall make; as 
ecttain ; he ſaith in effect, that this Guide is 5, 
infallible, and no Appeal to be made from ' cl 
him; which is the true Notion of the Word „ 
Fathtr, &c. in this place. , e e 
Now every Man doth this : 69055 e 5 „ 4 
Motions he hath divers Thoughts ſuggeſted — 
ro him, which without demur, without all!! 
heſitancy -he entertains and proceeds to ob  _ 


=: M 


oe” 2 1 . F. . 25 


i& ſerve; he doubts not of the Teſtimony which * 
his Senſes bring in; and proceeds forthwith n E 
fe to paſs Judgment. Alf which ſippoſes him 
ie to make nd Appeal from that Cauſe that hath | 5 
ed him into theſe Thoughts, he acquieſces X 
Hoy - there. "But hr" CO their I ny 
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profeſs themiſelves to be the Sebolars of Chrii 1 . 
If this be true of all Chriſtians, that they SJ 
have a Maſter, a Father, then none of them Lhe 


are to aſſume this Honour to themſelves. -  ' { 
They muſt carry themſelves as Fellow-Scholars, "a ©0200 
as Brethren.; that is, they muſt not propoſe 
their own Doltrines, (fach as are properly their 1 85 
own, ) which they have not received our © £2 i 
their Maſter, to be aſſented to as infallible e 


Indeed hey N not 17 an them at all, 'ſo' . 
as ro determine others; ; for in o fey, _ 1 
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ther evident from this, that they are very a- 
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They that demand Mens Mas” " * 
jence to their Commands, 
which are #heirs,” and hot their Mater 85 40 by 
ns make themſelves Maſters, * 5565525 
they then fall nen Cenſure, who. are 
wats” or Lat 4 


II. Chriſtians hare but. one Maſter, vue one 

Indeed if we ſuppoſe the Inſtitution 1 ratio- 
-one, "becauſe | 
there can be but One al ible,. and we cannot : 
imagine that the Chriſtians would ſet up any 
other, by whom they would be e . 
and abſolutely determined. | 

Tho there be many Nawes chat babe pro- 

poſed the Chriſtian Doctrine to us, and from. 
whom we cannot appeal; yet all their Autho- 
rity is derived from One; and it is by bis 
Commiſſion that they have done it. They 
are his Heralds, and he hath authorized them. 
They propoſe his Doctrine, and not their 
own ; his Articles and Canons: That they. 
are ſo, we are aſſured, becauſe he bears them 
Witneſs by Signs and Wonders, and many 
mighty Works. And that they are his, is fur 
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If . -whenee- are & tho 
Names goon: HEY 
other 4 Aa W 0 ine io Grad. 
an Arminian.: | Are * our: ' Eater 7 | 
If chey be not,. WO" | 


Names 2 1223 TA 1 


N 


Why 0 
be lead amongff us 5 nat pps * 
Children of one Filer the. Dies ples of one 
Mater, the Seruants of. one Wer Are we 
not Brethren d why thould we ther fall out? 
Are we not Fello scholars of one and rhe | 
ſame Maſter? CCC 
Les, it will be: id, lane 2 "oY | 
we may differ about Onur Maſter's. Senſe. Plato 
and Ariſtotle were both Sbcrates's Scholars, bur 
yet agreed not We all own the ſame Maſter, 
but yet cannot agree in his Mind, in any 7 
both Articles of Faith, and Rules of Life, _ 
This is granted, a the Expedient 
whereby ; Unity may be preſervred in the 
Church is not hard, if we come with peace- 
able Minds, if we indeed deſi re it. There- 
fore in this caſe, if we can hüt ſuppoſe ar © 
ſelves fallible in interpreting, and grant out 
Brethren. 4 Libetty of judging if we can 
think the Words capable of the Senſe theß 

ive, or can but believe that they think A . 

ſo, tho we do not if ehe Senſe they put up- 
on them be not in it ſelf oppoſite to, and in- 
conſiſtent with the Foundations of Faith, a 
good Life, the great Delign oi nenen wa 
only Neceſſary to Salvation. 
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* Or tho their Conſtruction be in its ten- 
a. denc eo deſtructive of a good: Life, yet if ir. bs 9 8 
A 
a. ot ſo in them ; if E this dif- 

; TS, 3 WE”, 


ference in ( id has abſence Py gteat 
ee they agree with us in all — is 
plain, and- their Practice is ſuitable to the 
Rules of our Maſter ; in this caſe I ſee no 
| reaſon to diſown them, as no Chriſtians; and 
_ whilſt we own them as Chriſtians, we muſt 
love them as Brethren. 
Perhaps their Underſtanding . is wort of 
mine, (but perhaps alſo: mine may be ſhort 
of theirs) ſhall I not therefore bear with 
them? Yes, as long as they hold the Founda- 
tion, tho they. build on it Waogd, Hay, Stubble, 8&0. 
they muſt not be N for thay ſhall be 
ſaved, tho it be as by 1 . it.” | 
The great Apolite's olution in. che like 
caſc ſnould be ours.: If in any thing ye le othen- 
wiſe minded, God ſhall reveal this unto . as 
Here it may be objofted ;...;: ;..-:-,-: - 8 
| Object. Doth not this abridge a of. their 
| liberty: of Thinking, and conſequently hinder. 
chat Improvement which might be in a free 
Enquiry after Truth, which the Mind »x 
make, that is not determined. by the N L 
N of others? - „ T"16 
To this 1 a” Watt 83 3 | 
| 1. That they do 1 up themſelves ab- 
11 - ſoludly to the determination of one, is agree- - 
” able to the beſt Reaſon. If there be One 
7. 7 who is infallible, who neither can be deceir- 
ae gd, nor deceive ; it is maſt highly rational to 
_ reſign up our ſelves, to believe and obey him. 
No Man can aſſent on better Evidence, or act 
on better Reaſon, than the determination of 
ſuch an One, and ſuch an One as he is, into 
whoſe Authority Chriſtians have e help 
- Faith wo Nbedienee; 
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2 This no way bv dices, 8 4 
vantages the true Uſe of our Reaſon ; for je 
determines us to examine all. evelations that „ 
pretend an infallible Authority, whether they 
do not contradict thoſe 3 Which, rr 
know are infallible. This Courſe we | 
upon, that- we may ſecure gur ſelves from  ' © 
Cheats; for if that 3 is 8 ed, CON- -  . "I 
tradi& the principles commonly received; and © 
which all Men take as true, we have pe ES. 
to ſuſpect it, and muſt:thinłꝭ that our Maſter, 
who taught us theſe; if herbe wile, and good. 
| did not teach us this. e K 1; 04k : LE he 2 | : ES. WD - 
- But then (becauſe Pringip ples commonly re⸗ 25 
ceived may be doubted 75 ſome, and ſome , ©" "i 
granted by all perhaps pls be falſe) if; any 1 8 
Dodtrine be propoſed to be Leere, which is "gy 
| impoſſible to be believed, that ee Fame. Y | 
from him who i is Wiſe and Good. DS. 
Now I account it impdſlible / 
aſſent to contradictory Froepoſitions, w 2 
the Contradiction be expreſs or implicit; far 
it is all one to ſay, A Man is reaſonable, and n 2 
reaſonable,” and, a. Man: #8 Stone. They there- 1 1913 
fore that would bring in Contradictions int 
our Religion, and aſſert that there .are ,Do- 
ctrines in it, which are not only above our * 
Comprehenſion; but are plainly repugnant to „532 
the true Principles of Reaſon, as Well as to 
themſelves, they are a great Offence to Chri- 
ſtiavity, and lay a ſure Foundation of Mens „„ 
rejecting it; for they put them upon doing 2 
what they cannot do: I ſay, what they can- _ 
not, not only becauſe: of the Corruption and 
Weakneſs, but bores we 008 ire LE:< KK 
Feuttts . e OY 
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n Miene 2M — e adds \forfike 40 
Religion, or his Neaſon : And 1 know: not to 
What purpoſe any ſhould: keep» his Reli igion, it 
tic forfake his Reafols ;Fnor indeed 466, I. ſee 
how he can do itz if his Religion be xeaſans . 
able; and his Reaſon will ſignify little if Zon- 
traditions may” be trut. A! 10 4011 7 
By all this 1 blame their PraRice; whe af · 
* 2 Senſe to the Scriptures and to thoſe Con 
feſfions of Faith, which the Church agrees 
ſhould beopublickly. uſed; that is, Contradicti- 
3 and then to make the beſt of their Miſ- 
carriage, and keep their on Error in Credit: 

| willetell us, we muſt believe Contradictions; 
wWhben they may as well bid the Sun give forth 
darkneſs, or the Fire to wet, n the Water 
to burn. H 94 0% h fa 5 3 
For all this) they pretend an Autborit) into 
. we are to reſolve our Faich, not con- 
575 that they deny the Authority Which 
| retend':' for can it be conſiſtont with 
che Fiſdom and Goodneſs of a Superior, to 
oblig e his Subjects to Impoſſibles, to re- 
ie them to do what is repugkant and de- 

Teen their Natures ? 

oſoever therefore Lale under as Pre- 
rext 0 ſnch an uncontroulable Authority, ven- 
tured fo far in the Explication of the Myſte- 
'ries of our Religion, that they have uſed ſuch 
Words, as in their moſt proper and uſual Senſe. 
imply manifeſt Contradi&ions, they. have been 
no Friends to the Chriſtian Faith. And what- 

f ſoever they ſay, the Chriſtian's Futher will not 

determine his Sons to believe Contradictions. 

But T conclude this ſecond enn W 
this practical Inference. B92 LOH 
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IE Chriſtians hows bx one Ae, one 5 7 
ther, then they muſt. own. his Authority ; Rech * 
is, believe his Revelations, obey. his Chords, 
without any Doubt or Diſpute : for his A 
thority is undeniable, his Will bug act e, 
no Appeal to be made from his Determi natt⸗ Dh 
on. Therefore Aſſent without Debate, 
without Demur. If we have a Father, giy „ 
him his Houoar ; and, ah 2 let him hare TS .. 
his Fear. Tn Ks D635 1 5 1 20 — 
mt There i is 1 | an. aon 1 that 5 the . e : 
Chriſtian's Nb or e None by whoſe ＋ꝛk | 
Senſe he is to be abſolutely, nece rily de- 5 
termined. He 2 not to reſolve his O. 1 55 
bedience into any Mans or Mens Authority. 
Our Religion 2 ſo 1 very excellent and wile, 1 
that it could hot be of humane Original. | | 
Surely this Tree of Life 1 never grew firſt. in am  - ; 
Earthly Paradiſe, but was. tranſplanted, from 1 9 
ſome more excellent Soil, and f ſet in this. red 1 1 


Earth. 5 = 
E Beſi des; ; if we conf der the Defig ian of it, „ 
de it is to prepare Men for the Heaven) Life; LE 
- |» Wl which it doth, by begetting i in them ſuch Per- 3 
* ſwaſions and Affections, and teaching them 3 
x ro act here, juſt as they do there. Therefore, 4 
47 our Creed and Law muſt probably be a er e I 
uct! Tranſcript of fome of, theirs ; and none _—_ 9 
nic. tell what theirs is, but he that made it, God: 2 
een Religion, like Water, will. nor riſe higber than, _— 
hat- the EA if it derives its Origine from this = 
not Earth only, it will not riſe and raiſe us fe; — 
NS. with it to Jeaven. _ Wn 
Rh. But if this be true, that we Yate no Father „ 
4 on Earth, how is it that we hear ſo much 85 N 2 4 
1 R an infallible he Either an old Man fit © 6" OY 
N ting ; 


eee e eee eee eee 


ting; 185 a Chair at Rome 33 Or ele; 2 57 1% 
Doctors, for the moſt part packed together by: 
A. 2 Faction, and deſigned to drive 0n-fome Se-. 
wk — cular, Incereſt> "Toe. ſuch have. been many 
} | 3 Councils, tho not all. 8 
Wl! 7" : But what meat theſe Pretenders that they 
D - thus rake upon them? Will they decide all 


it =. our Controverſies, end our Debates? An 
1. | R—__ _ excellent Attempt.! But will they do it in- 
F deed ? Yes, effectually; ; and if any doubt of 
N b bhbeir Decrees, they ſhall be quickly convinced 
Rt =o. by a light burning Fire. They'll take care to 
166661 3 Ne thoſe chat ag are under them iii Ignorance, 
F they ſhall not have Knowledge enough to ques. 
"my ſition their Determinations. Or, if any little 


Light do break through all the Curtains they 
have drawn, then the affright them with 
Anathema; and if theſe will not do neither, 
4 ſhall to the Sake. IS > 
How grievoully the Chriſtian World bath 
been abuſed by theſe Practices, is too'notori- - 
| ons; whillt theſe falſe Fathers do not at all 
ſerve the Deſigns of Truth and Piety, but 
8 of their own Ambition and Covetoul: 
neſs. _ 
Notwithſtanding white I king faid of thoſe | 
Conventions that are politickly and unwar-/ 
rantably pack d together by a Patty, for the 
holdin up of a Faction, and ſerying a carnal 
Intereſt; I would not be underſtoòd to de- 
tract in the leaſt from a duly cangregated Sy- 
nod of wiſe and learned Men their juſt Au- 
zhority > which yet I muſt think doth not a- 
mount to that of a Father or Rabbi, As here 
explained. They are not abſolute „ 
determine ö P 


But hom whey. na By * ord ahh 
Wh hat is it ? Tho this (be an Argument = 
for à larger Diſcoutſe ; yet to prevent Mi 
ſtakes, and Abuſe of : hot, J Aye, Kids Iſhal 
hete ſpeak. NOTRE c e, 
dare eee cs 
any better 1 par rays Ku y of a 
9 7% ould be band loi chem in Mat- 
ters 25 of Faith and. Practice. That this | 
may be the Caſe ofthe: Vulgar, I doubt not. 
Many are in the State of hildren, Whost 
firſt 5 take all on truſt, and it is 3 
them in that State ſo to da tho 2 
they may ſee how the been 
upon, and lay: aſide thoſe! Tate ers 
the com People firſt believe aud obey, be- 
,ampanly of teile and learned Men 
tell — that What ig ſed is true and 
good]; but afterwardk theſe Mens —— 4 
be more improved, they um 
guments £6: believe; and * Motives 2 
obcy;than their Word 7 4rid may ſay as the. S. 
marita, we now believe, ner becauſe of: your 
W 9 — we Out ſelves ſee . 
und of this firſt Poſition 18,” that 
* art — be determined to aſſent or 
the beſt Arguments they can have? Now 1 
ſuppoſe very many in ſo low a Condition, 
that this is the beſt they can meet with. 1... 
the Authority of a Sywd; 'nay, many times 
the Determination of a fingle Maul - Thu: is 
indeed a piteous Caſe, when in all Matters of 
Good and Evil, true and falſe, a. Man muſt 
relie on another's Teſtimony; and yet it had 
not been ſo ſad, if Men that had . 


and Knowledge W had had more 
| e 3 
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ter is diſputable, and ſomewhat” et 


whether they be bone 


hat where the 8 


© Matter, appears by the 6th, az0th, 21& Arti- 
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| re . hey have been 0 ene 


eir Truſts, that they haye very much im. 

air'd their Credit with the World: J and er- 
ſtand the Popiſh Couneils ęſpeciall p: 
2. More improved Men, where the Mat. 
ual; arid 
unconcluding Arguments on both Sides ap» 
-pear, if a Synod interpoſe their Authority- Ne 


think, ſhould be determin'd by that; yet not 
ſo far" as to exclude all after-Thopghts; they 
muſt leave room for them.” For if their Res. 
Tons againſt the Synod s Determinations ſhoul 
prove concluding, and afterwards appear evi- 


de nt tly 10; they need not continue under that 
* this caſe a Man maſt dom pare his 
beſt Arguments With that of the Teſtimony 


of thoſe Men; chat is, he muſt, conſider as weil 


as he can, not only whether they be wiſet 
than himſelf, (whi wil be rn, but alſo 


TATA SO of] 
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3 That I may ſhew whither their Autho- 
— cannot reach, L lay down this Foſition-: 
-ſhall determine that to 
be believed, which is, and appears repugnant 
to it ſelf, to granted Principles of Reaſon, or 

plain Scriptures ;' or where they ſhall enjoin 
that to be done, which is, and appears e 
ſically and eternally evil; or, Which I can 


certainly conclude, is in thoſe C ircumſtances 


evil, they are not to be beliened or obeyed; 


Of this Nature T underſtand Ae tiati 


and worſhipping Images, &c. 1 
What the Senſe of our Chutklt i is in this 


cles. The- Scripture containeth all things neceſſary 


F 2. N. e 5 ſo that wy is not read there- | 


5 in, 


a7 


. Tis 7 5 * N VR #2 1 5 oy : lauful for .the 1 — - 
5 . g * * a 6 
Church 10 ordain 118 2 ing (01 
Wh 5. neither: * 


eee e Ps 7 
Hoh Writ, yet as it ought not 10 decree 4 : hong - 


enforce any thing to, be ee For Necelſery of Sar, 
vation. 


declared, that they have erred, and may err, it is, 
oncluded : IW/herefore, things oxdained by: them d 
neceſſa/y to Salvation, have neither Strength nor 
Authority, unleſs it wy: 45 declared f they 7 7 . 
talen out of Scrip ture. 
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